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"OVER THERE".
The Thrill and the Hell of the Trenches

Described by an American Boy

SERGEANT McCLINTOCK- -

Sergeant Alexander McCIIntock of Lexington, Kg., and (he Canadian
Armu lias Gripping Tale That Kverg American Will Read (or Ha Tells
the Tacts Unadorned. Wounded, a Distinguished Conduct Medal Man,
lie Was Invalided Home, Rut Is Golnj "Out There" Again to right
For Undo Sam and Ills Allies. An Inspiring, Interesting, Personal
Narrative, Full of the Spirit and Atmosphere of the Trenches.
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Bergeant McCUntock it an American
boy of Lexington, Ky., who hat teen
service in France, teat decorated (or
bravery, wounded, invalided home and
now it returning to accept a commit-tio- n.

Thit it the fourth article in the
teriet. In the flnt article he told of
hit training up to the point where he
reached the front line trenchet. In the
tecond he vutlined the elaborate prepa-

ration! for a bomb raid, and in the
third the ditattrovt raid xcat de-

teribei.

FEW (Injrn lifter tlio bombing

A raid, which ended mi disastrously
fur UK, our battalion was relieved

from duty on the front line, and the
tip we got wan tbut we were to go
down to the bis show then taking
place on the Somme. Our relief wus
h dltlslon of Australians. You nee,
the oector which we hail held In Hel-Ki- n

in was a sort of preparatory school
for the regular fighting over In France.

It wasn't lone before, we got Into
what you in I t;ht cull the big league
contest, but In the meanwhile we hud
a little rent from battling Fritz nml
the opportunity to observe some things
which seem to me to be worth telling
about. Those of you who ure exclu-
sively fond of the stirring detail of
war, hucIi as shooting and being shot
at anil bombing anil bayoneting, need
only skip a little of thin. We bud an
entirely satisfactory uinount of smoke
and excitement luter.

As coon lis our relief battalion hud
got In we moved buck to I'operliiKhu
for a couple of days' rest. Wo were a
pretty contented und Jovial lot, our
platoon especially. We were all gbid to
get away from the strain of holding u
front trench, and there were other ad-

vantages. For Instance, the altera-
tions of our muster duo to casualties
bud not come through battalion head-
quarters, and therefore we bud lu our
platoon sixty-thre- e rum rations night
and morning and only sixteen men.

It Wai Good, Clean Fighting. Nobody
Fired Shot

There was a Cnnndlan Scot Id our
crowd who Mild tbut tho only word
which described the situation was

I"
There was a good deul of Jeulousy at

that time between the Canadians and
the Australians. Each hud tho samo
force In the field four divisions.
Either forco was bigger tbun any other
army composed exclusively of volun-

teers ever before assembled. While I
belong to tho Canudluii unny and be-lle-

tho Canudlan overseas forces tho
finest troops ever led to war, I must
ay thut I havo never Been a body of

men so magulflcent In average phys-

ique as the Australians. And some of
them were even abovo tho high uver-ag- e.

The man that punched me In the
eye In an "estumlna" In Poperinghe
luado up entirely In his own person for
the absence of Lea Darcy from tho
Australian ranks. I don't know just
bow the flint Bturted betwmn the Aus-

tralians and us In I'operlnghe, but I
know thut It took three regiments of
Imperial troops to stop It. The most
convincing story I heard of the origin
of the battle was told me by one. of

our men, who said ho was thero when
It began. Ho said one of the Aus-
tralians had carelessly remarked that
the Urltlsh generals hnd decided It
wns time to get through with tho side-
show In Ilelglum, and this was tho
reason why they hnd sent regular
troops like the Australians In to re-
lieve the Canadians.

Then some sensitive Cnnndlan wished
tho Australians luck and hoped they'd
finish It up ns well as they had tho
affair In the Dardanelles. After that
our two daya' rest wns made up prin-
cipally of beating It out of estamlnas
when strategic requirements suggest-
ed a new hnso or beating It Into esta-

mlnas when It looked as If we could
act as clllclcnt That
fight never stopped for forty-eigh- t

hours, and the only places It didn't
Include were the church and the hos-
pitals. I'll bet to this day that the
Belgians who run the estamlnas In
Poperlngbo will duck behind the bars

If you Just mention Canada nnd Aus-

tralia In the name breath.
Hut I'm bound to say that It was

good, clean lighting. Nobody fired a
shot, nobody pulled a bayonet, and

got the wrung Idea about any-
thing. The Australian heavyweight
champion who landed on me wetrt
right out In the street and saluted one
of our lieutenants. We had Just one
satisfying rcllectlon ufter the fight
was over the Australian battalion
tbut relieved us fell heir to the coun-

terattack which the Hermans sent
across to even up on our bombing raid

Down to the Somme.
We begun our march to the Homme

by a bike to .St. Oiner, the first Hrltlsh
headquarters In Europe. Then we
stopped for a week about twenty miles
from Calais, where we underwent a
course of Intensified training for open
lighting. The Infantry tactics. In which
we were drilled, were very similar to
those of the United .States army, those
which, In fact, were originated by the
United States troops In tho days of
Irtdlun fighting. We covered most of
tho ground around Calais on our stom-
achs In open order While It may
seem Impertinent for me, a mere non-com- ,

to express an opinion about the
larger affairs of the campaign, I think
I may be excused for saying that the
war didn't at all take the course which
wus expected and hoped for after the
light on the Somme. Undoubtedly the
allies expected to break through the
German line. That Is well known now.
While we were being trained near
Calais for open warfare, a very large
force of cavalry was being assembled
and prepared for the same purpose. It
was never used.

That was last August, und the allies
haven't broken through yet. Kventually
I believe they will break through, but
In my opinion men who are drawn for
service In the first half million of our
new American army will be veterans
In Kurope before tho big break comes
which will wreck the Prussian hope of
success In this war. And If we of the
U. S. A. don't throw In tho weight to
beat the Prussians now they will not
bu beaten, and In that case the day
will not be very far distant when we
will have to beat them to save our
homes and our nation. War Is n dread-
ful and Inglorious and 111 smelling and
cruel thing. Hut If we hold buck now
we will bu In the logical position of a
man hesitating to go to grips with a
drunken, savage, shrieking, spewing
maniac who has ul! but whipped his
proper keepers and Is going ufter tho
onlooker. However, I wish we had
had two months more of weather on
tho Somme. There might have been u

different story to tell.
Simplified Medicine.

Wo got drafts of recruits before we
went to the Somme, and some of our
wounded men were sent back to Eng-

land, where we hnd left our "safety
first battalion." That was really the
FIfty-tlrs- t battalion of tho Fourth dlvl
slon of tho Cunadlan forces, composed
of the physically rejected, men rccov
erlng from wounds und men Injured
In training. The Tommies, however,
called It the "safety first" or "Major
C.llduy'H Light Infuntry." Major 011- -

day was our battalion surgeon. He
was Immensely popular, and he
achieved a great name for himself. He
inude one realize what a great per
sonal force u doctor can be and what
an unnecessary elaboration there Is In
the civil practice of medicine.

Under Major Gllday's administration
no man In our battalion was sick If he
could walk, and If be couldn't walk
there was a reasonable suspicion that
he was drunk. The major simplified
medicine down to an exact scleuce of
two forms of treatment and two rem'
edles "number nines" and whale oil,
"Number nines" wero pale oval pills,
which, If they had been eggs, would
have run about eight to an omelet for
six persons. They bad an Internal
effect which could only be defined aa
dynamic. After our men had become

acquainted with tliem through per-
sonal experience they stopped Calling
them "number nines' nnd called them
"whlz-bangs.- " Thero were only two
possibilities of error under Major Oil-- !

day's system of simplified medicine.1
One wns to tnku a whlz-bnn-g for
trench feet and the other to use whale
oil externally for somo form of dlges- -

tlonal hesitancy. And In either case
no permanent harm could result, whllo
the error was ns simple of correction
ns tho comtnnnd "about face." Illlghty
wns therefore not very popular with
our battalion, bllghty being the trench
name for the hospital.

Two weeks and n half after wc left
Ilelglum wo arrived at Albert, having
inarched alt the way. Tho sight which
met our eyes as wo rounded tho rock
quarry hill outside of Albert was won-

derful beyond description. I remem-

ber bow tremendously It Impressed my
pnl, McFnrlnnd. He sat by the road-sid- e

and looked round over the land-
scape as If he wero fnsclnated.

"Hoy," Hnld be, "we're at tho big
show at last."

Poor fellow I It was not only the
big fdiow, but the last performance
for litm. Within sight of tho spot
where he snt wondering ho later fell
In action and died. The scene which
so Impressed 1.1m gave us all a feeling
of great awe. Great shells from a
thousand guns wero streaking and
criss-crossin- g the sky. Without glasses
I counted thirty-nin- e of our observa-
tion balloons. Away off In the dis-

tance I saw one German captive bal-

loon. Tho other aircraft were un-

countable. They wero everywhere, ap-

parently In hundreds. Thero conlfl
have been no more wonderful pan-

orama picture of war In Its new aspect.
Our battalion was In and out of the

town of Albert several days waiting
for orders. The battle of Courcelctte
was then In progress, and the First,
Second and Third Canadian divisions
wero holding front positions at terri

ble cost. In the first part of October
llllfl, we "went In" opposite the fa
mous Iteglna trench. The battleground
was Just miles anil miles of debris
and shell holes. Ilefore we went to
our position the olllcers and noncoms
were taken In by scouts to get the luy
of the hind. These trips were called '

"Cook's tours." On one of them 1

went through the town of Pozleres
twice and didn't know It. It had a
Imputation of l'J.000 before the war.
On the spot where It bud stood not
oven a whole brick was left. It seemed

"Boy," ald he, "we're at the big ehow
at last."

Its demolition was complete. That
was nn example of the condition of the
wbolo country over which our forces
bud blasted their way for ten miles
since the previa ?; July. There wero
not even landmarks left.

The "Cook's Tour."
On the night that we went In to

Inspect the positions we were to hold,
our scouts, leading us through the Hut

desert of destruction, got completely
turned round und took us hack through
a trench composed of shell boles con
netted tip until we ran Into a battalion
of another brigade. The place was
dreadful beyond words. The stench
of the dead was sickening. In many
places arms and legs of dead men
stuck out of the trench walls.

We made u fresh start after our
blunder, moving lu single tile and
keeping lu touch ouch with the mun
ahead of him. Wo stumbled along In

the darkness through this awful laby-

rinth until we run Into some of our
own scouts at 2 a. in. and found thut
we were halfway across No Mun's
Land, several hundred yards beyond
our front Hue and likely to bo utterly
wiped out In twenty seeouds should
the Germans sight us. Fine guides we
bud on this "Cook's tour." At lust we
reached our proper position, nnd flf-te-

minutes after we got thero a
whlz-ban- a low explosive murderer,
burled me completely. They had to
dig me out. A few minutes later a
high explosive shell fell In a trench
section where three of our men were
Ktutloned. All we could And ufter It
exploded were one arm and one leg,
which we burled. The trenches were
without trench mats, and the mud wus
from six Inches to three feet deep nil
through them. There were no dug-

outs, only merely miserable "funk
holes," dug where It was possible to
dig them without uncovering dead
men. We remained In this position
four days, from the 17th to the 21st
of October, 1010.

There were reasons, of course, for
the (II (Terence between conditions lu
Ilelglum and on the Somme. On the
Somme we were constantly preparing
for a new advance, and we were only
temporarily established on ground
which we had but recently taken after
long drumming with big guns. The
trenches were merely shell boles co-
nnect! by ditches, Our old and ublq,ul- -
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tous and variously useful friend, the
sandbag, was not present In any capac-
ity, and therefore we had no parapets
or dugouts. The communication
trenches wero nil blown In, nnd every-
thing bad to come to us overland, with
tho result that we never were quite
sure when wc would get ammunition,
rations or relief forces. The most

roianu causcu uy uc.mu.. r..m., ...... .., .........uiiius oi me nei- -
Hel-- 1 glan provinces East Westcuimtion was as great as that

;um , The heart- - under the direct control of

ihe kai- -. "i K :

nwfui thing was that the sou aii about
us was filled with freshly burled men.
If wc undertook to cut a trench or
enlarge n funk bole our spades struck
Into human flesh and the explosion of
n big shell nlong our line sent decom-
posed nnd dismembered nnd sickening
mementos of nn earlier fight shower-
ing among us. Wc lived In the muck
and stench of "glorious" war, those of
us who lived.
The German Dugout and What They

Found.
Here and there nlong this line wero

tho abandoned dugouts of the Ger-
mans, and we made what use of them
wo could, but that was little. I had
orders one day to locate a dugout and
prepare It for use as battalion bead- -

When I led a squad In to
clean It up tho odor was so overpow-- ,

" t"wT,
H w

dead nurses with our ghastly flash- -

lights, one standing with her nrm
around a post. Just as she had stood
when gas or concussion killed her.
Seated nt a table In the middle of tho
place was the body of an old general
of Uie German medical corps, his head
fallen between his hands. The task
of cleaning up was too dreadful for
us. We Just tossed In four or Ave

fumlte bombs and beat It out of there.
A few hours later we went Into the
seared and empty cavern, made the
roof safe with new timbers and noti-
fied battalion that the
place could be occupied.

During this time I witnessed a scene
which, with some others, I shall never
forget. An old chaplain of the Cana-
dian forces came to our trench section

seeking the grave of his son, which
had been marked for him on a rude
map by an officer who had seen the
young man's burial. We managed to
find the spot, and at the old chaplain's
request we exhumed the body. Some

us suggested to him that he give us
the Identification marks and retire out
of range the shells which were
bursting all around us. We argued
that it was unwise for htm to remain
In danger, but what wo reully Intended
was that he should be saved the horror
of seeing the pitiful thing which our
spades were about to uncover.

"I shall remain," was all said.
"He was my boy."

It proved thut we had found the
right body. One of our men tried to
clear the features with his

but ended by spreading the
handkerchief over the face. The old
chaplain stood beside the body and

i
'

Hit Voice Rose Amid the Noise of
Bursting Shells.

removed his trench helmet, baring his
gray head to a drizzle of rain thut wus
fulling. Then while we stood by silent-
ly bis voice rose umld the noise of
bursting shells, repeating the burial
service of the Church England. I
have never been so Impressed by any- '

thing In my life as by that scene.
The dead mun wus u young captain.

Hu had been married to u lady of Hal-tlmo- re

Just before the outbreak of tho
wur.

The philosophy of the Urltlsh Tom- - (

i .i .1... r, I .. ...... ,t,, ina.liuea uuu it.t; viiimumua uuu itiu nun- -

trillions on the Somme was ii remark-- 1

able reflection of their tine courage
through all thut bell. They went about
their work paying no attention to the
flying death ubout them.

"If Fritz has u shell with your name
and ou It," said a Urltlsh Tom- -'

my to ine one day, "you're going to I

get whether you'ro lu tho front line
or seven miles back; If he hasn't,!
you're all right."

Fine fighters all. And the Scotch)
kilties, lovlugly called by the Germans
"the women from hell," have the re--(
spect of all armies. We saw llttlo of
the pollus, except a few on leave. All
the men are self sacrificing to one1
another In that big melting pot from)
which so few ever emerge whole. The
ouly things It la legitimate to steal In
the code of the trenches are rum and
"fags" Every other pos-

session la as safe as If It wore a pat-

ent lock. 'The fifth article of this remarkable
personal narrative will appear soon.
It la entitled:

No. (V Wounded In Action.

AIMED TO MAKE

POLAND DESERT

Flan-quarter- s.
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handker-
chief,

(cigarettes).
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German System Reckoned on

Starvation of People to Pro
'

mote Imperial Ends.

VON KRIES REVEALED PLOT

Country, After Population Had Been
Systematically Done to Death, Was

to Be Restocked by Settlers
From Germany.

The extent of human misery tn

v- -j -

A high officers is w ell shown in a
statement by Mr. Vernon Kellogg,
prepared for a pamphlet issued oy

lion,
i ' "T.vi we rLf informa- -'

The systematic exploltntlon of hu-

man misery by German authorities
In Poland followed the general plan
laid down by the kaiser's orders. In
order to prove the Identity of proced-

ure It will be enough to present the
detailed report prepared specially for a
pamphlet Issued by the committee on
public Information and written by Mr.
Frederic C. Walcott. A fuller and In

some ways more touching trentment
la given In bis article, "Devastated
Polnnd," in the National Geographic
Magazine May, 1017.

"September, 1017.

"Poland Itusslan Poland Is per-

ishing. And the German high com-

mand, Imbued with the Prussian sys--

tern, Is coolly reckoning on the neces-

sities of a starving people to promote
Its Imperial ends.

"West Poland, which hns been Prus-

sian territory more than a hundred
yenrs. Is n disappointment to Ger-

many; Its people obstinately remain
Poles. This time they propose swifter

In two or three yenrs, by
grace of starvation and frlghtfulness,
they calculate East Poland will be
thoroughly made over Into a German
province.

"In the great Hlndenburg drive one
year ago, the country wus completely
devastated by the retreating Russian
army and the oncoming Germans. A

million people were driven from their
homes. Half of them perished by
roadside, tor miles miles, when I

saw the country, the way was littered
with mudsoaked garments and bones
picked clean by the crows though the
larger bones had been gathered by the
thrifty Germans to be ground Into fer
tilizer. Wicker baskets little has- - j

In which the baby swings from the
rafters In every peasant home were
scnttcred along the way, hundreds and
hundreds, until one could not count
them, ench one telling a denth.

Deliberate Policy of Starvation.
"Wnrsaw, which hnd not been de

stroyed once a proud city of a million
people was utterly stricken. Poor
folks by thousands lined the streets,
leaning against the buildings, shivering
In snow and rain, too weak to lift a
hand, dying of cold and hunger. Though
the rich gave nil they had, and tho
poor shared their Inst crust, they were
starving there In the streets In droves.

"In the stricken city, German gov
ernor of Warsaw Issued a proclnmn- -

tion. All able-bodie- d Poles were bld -

den to go to Germany to work. If any
refused, let no other Pole give htm to
cat, not so much as a mouthful, under
penalty of German miliary law.

"It was more than the mind could
grasp. To the husband und father of
broken families, the high command
gave this decree: Leave your
to starve; If you stay, we shall see that
you do starve this to u high-strun-

sensitive, highly organized people, this
from the authorities of a nation pro-- 1

fesslng civilization and religion to mil-- 1

Hons of fellow Christians captive and
starving.

"General von Krles, the governor,
wns kind enough to explain. Candidly,
they preferred not quite so much star--

ration : It might get on the nerres of
German soldiers. Hut, starvation

being present, It must work for Ger-
man purpose. Taking advantage of
this wretchedness, the working men of
Poland were to be removed ; tho coun
try was to be restocked with Germans.
It was country Germany needed rich
alluvial soil better suited to German
erpanslon than distant possessions. If
tho Poland that wus hud to perish, so
much tho better for Germany.

To Make Poland German Province.
"Itemove men, let the young and

weak die, graft German stock on the
women. See how simple It Is: with n
crafty smile. General von Krles con-

cluded, 'Hy and by we must glvo back
freedom to Poland. Very good ; It will
reappear us a German province.

"Slowly, I came to realize that this
monstrous. Incredible thing wus the
Prussian system, deliberately chosen
by the circle around the
and kneaded Into the German people
till It became part of their mind,

"German people ure material for
building the state no other account,
Other are for Germany's will to
work upon. Humanity, liberty, equality, '

the rights of others all foolish talk,
Democracy, an Idle dream. The true
Prussian lives only for this, that the
German state may be mighty nud great.

"All the woes In the long count
against Germany are part of Prus-
sian system. The IuvubIou of Helglum,
the deportations, the starving of

ect people, tho Armenian massacrei,
atrocities, frlghtfulncss, sinking the
t.usltnntn, the submarine horrors, tho
enslavement of women all piece Into
the monstrous view. The rights of na-

tions, the rights of men, the lives nnd
liberties of nit people are subordinate
to Ihe Oermnn aim of dominion over
alt the world.

"FHKDKIHO C. WALCOTT."
Mr. Vernon ICellngg's statement la

as follows :

Saw Only Massacre and Ruin.
"It was my privilege and necessity
In connection with the work of the

commission for relief In Ilelglum to
spend several months nt the great
headquarters of the German armies In
the west, nnd Inter to spend more
months nt Hrussels ns the commis-
sion's director for Ilelglum nnd occu- -

pled France. It wns an enforced op
portunlty to see something of Oermnn
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practice In tho treatment of n con- -
,,u,.r,Mi people, pait of whom (the

the Inhabitants of the seven other
Helgtun provinces, under the qunsl- -

"" "" . i i.uvrrnor wenerni
v?n, 1 111,1 n')l tvr '"-- ' ":pled territories until June. 1015. and
so, of course, saw none of the actual In-

vasion nnd overrunning of tho land. I
saw only the graves of the mnssncred
and the ruins of their towns. Hut I
saw through (he long, hard months
much too much for my peace of mind
of how the Germans treated the un-

fortunates under their control nftcr the
occupation.

Destruction Complete.
"As chief representative for the com-

mission. It wns my duty to cover this
whole territory repeatedly In long mo-

tor Journeys In company with the Ger-
man officer assigned for my protection

nnd for the protection of the German
army against any too much seeing. As
I bad opportunity also to cover most of
Helglum In repented trips from Hrus-
sels Into tho various provinces, I nec-

essarily had opportunity to compare
the destruction wrought In the two re-
gions.

"I could understand why certain
towns nnd villages along the Meuse and
along the lines of the French and Eng-
lish retreat were badly shot to pieces.
There had been fighting In these towns
and the artillery of first one side and
then tho other hnd worked their havoc
among the houses of the Inhabitants.
Rut there were many towns In which
there hail been no fighting and yet all
too tnany of these towns also were In
ruins. It was not ruin by shells, but
ruin by fire nnd explosions. These
were the famous 'punished' towns.
Either n citizen or perhaps two or
three citizens had fired from a window
on the Invaders or were alleged to
have. Thereupon n block, or two or
three blocks, or half the town was
methodically and effectively burned or
blown to pieces. There are many of
these punished' towns In occupied
France. And between these towns nnd
along the roadways are Innumerable
Isolated single fnrmhouses that are also
In ruins. It Is not claimed that there
was any sniping from these farm-
houses. They were Just destroyed along
the way and by the way, one may
say. When the roll of destroyed vil-
lages and destroyed farmhouses In oc-
cupied France Is made known, tho
world will be shocked again by this evl- -
dence of German thoroughness,

Found Neutrality Impossible.
"Hut the horrible methods of that

deportation were such that we, al-
though trying to hold stendfust to a
rigorous neutrality, could not but pro-

test. Mr. Gerard, our ambassador to
Berlin, happened at the very time of
this protest to make a visit to the
great headquarters fn the west and the
matter was brought to the attention
of certain high olllcers at headquarters
on the very day of Mr. Gerard's visit
nnd In his hearing. So that he added
his own protest to that of Mr. Poland,
our director at the time, and further
deportations were stopped. Hut n ter-
rible mischief hud already been done.
Husbands and fathers had been taken
from their families without a word of
good-by- ; sotis and daughters on whom
perhups aged parents relied for sup-
port were tuken without pity or appar-
ent thought of the terrible conse- -
quences. The great deportations of
Helglum have shocked the world. Hut
these lesser deportations that Is,
lesser In extent, but not less brutal In
their carrying out lire hardly known.

Germany Must Be Civilized.
"I went Into Helglum und occupied

France a neutral nnd I malutulned
while there a steadfastly neutral be-

havior. Hut I came out no neutral. I
cannot conceive that any American en-

joying an experience similar to mine
could have come out a neutral. He
would come out, as I came, with tho
Ineradicable conviction that a people
or u government which can do what the
Germans did and are doing lu Helglum
nnd France toduy must not be allowed,
If there Is power on earth to prevent It.
to do this a moment longer than can be
helped. And they must not be al
lowed ever to do It ugaln.

"I went lu also a hater of war, and I
came out u more ardent hater of war.
Hut, also, I came out with the Ineradic-
able conviction, uguln, that the only
way In which Germany under Its pres-
ent rule and lu Its present state of
mind can be kept from dolug what It
has done Is by force of arms. It can- -

not be prevented by appeal, concession
or treaties. Hence, ardently as I nopo
that all war may cease, I hope chat
this war may not cease uutlt Germany
realizes that the civilized world simply
will not allow such horrors as those
for which Germany Is responsible .n
Helglum and France to be any longer
possible.
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